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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,’ or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 


116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. iv. of the advertisements, 
and a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office on pp. 382-3. 


. A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office, since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” will 
be found on pp. 378-80. 


The first of the periodical ‘ Bulletins” to be issued 
as Supplements to the “Board of ‘Trade Journal,” 
containing information as to the work carried on in the 
Imperial Institute, at South Kensington, and reports 
prepared by the Scientific and Technical Department of 
the Institute, is published (price One Penny) with the 
present issue of the ‘ Journal.” 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 
Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon on. Thursday, the 
ae 4th June, for the supply to H.M. Dockyards of 
Baltic Hem Riga and St. Petersburg hemp. 

P. Forms of tender, containing conditions of 
contract and all particulars, may be obtained on personal applica- 
tion at the Contract Department, Admiralty, or by letter addressed 
“ Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, London, 8.W.” 





A 
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CAPE COLONY. 


A notification has been received at the Board of Trade from the 

War Office, to the effect that War Department 

ee gag land, including main barracks situated thereon, 

3 4 at Cape Town, will be sold in lots by auction, 

= about July next. For particulars, apply to the 
Officer Commanding, Royal Engineers, The Castle, Cape Town. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 24th April 
announces that tenders are invited for the 
Tenders for Oils. supply of the following oils required for the 
service of the Cape Railway Department during 
the year 1903 :— 
83,000 gallons of castor oil. 
15,000 gallons of lard oil. 
06,000 gallons of paraffin oil. 

Forms of tender, conditions of contract, and all other particulars 
may be obtained at the Railway Stores, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, 
and Kast London. 

Sealed tenders (in original only), addressed to the Controller 
and Auditor-General, Cape Town, marked outside, “ Tender for 
Oils,” will be received up to the 25th June, 1903. 


The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 


CEYLON. 


The Government of Ceylon from time to time requires supplies 
of open wove bleached bandages 6 yards by 24 
_ ee cry inches, and a sample of the pattern preferred 

entre has been lodged with the Crown Agents for the 

pensage. Colonies. This sample can be seen by any 
British manufacturer on personal application in Downing Street, 
and quotations may be sent in to the Crown Agents up to the 
30th May. Those firms who have already been communicated 
with by the Crown Agents need not of course apply again. 


MALTA. 


A notification has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies to the effect 
that sealed tenders will be received at the office 
Workine of of the Receiver General and Director of Contracts, 
pee 4 oe Valletta, Malia, up to 11 a.m. on Friday, the 
30th October, 1903, for the concession of the 

right to coustruct a lift from the Marina to the Upper Barracca, 
as shown on a site plan which may be seen in the office of Public 
Works, and to work the same for a period of either 60 or 99 years, 
together with the right to levy tolls and transit dues. 








Tenders for the 
Construction and 
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Tenderers should specify the arrangements which they propose 
for providing the necessary capital, and the period within which 
the work will be completed. Every tender should be accompanied 
with detailed plans and specifications of the proposed scheme. 

No tender will be considered unless it is signed by the party 
tendering and by a responsible person engaging to become bound 
with him for the due performance of the contract, and unless a 
deposit of 1007. be paic in the above-mentioned office; such 
deposit to be forfeited in favour of the Government, should the 
party tendering or his surety, in the event of the tender being 
accepted, fail to appear te sign the contract within three days from 
the date of the notice given to them to that effect. Any deposit, 
not so forfeited, will be returned immediately after written notice 
shall have been given to the party whose tender is accepted. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the highest or 
any tender, and tenderers should be prepared to submit to any 
alteration in their plans'which may be called for by the Military 
Authorities. 

Information regarding the conditions of the concession may be 
obtained at the Receiver General's office. Draft of conditions may 
also be obtained at the ofice of the Crown Agents for the Colonies, 
Downing Street, S.W., with whom the deposit of 100/. may be 
lodged. 





BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


In an article on ‘ Agriculture in British East Africa” (see pp. 348-9), 
alluding to the high lands it is pointed 
that although the country is a healthy one, 
with a rich volcanic soil, capable of ventelliee 
coffee, cotton, flax, and other fibres, grain, potatoes, &c., there are 
at present no agricultural implements in the 
Beehives. Protectorate with the exception of native 
ploughs, and further, that although bees are 

plentiful, there is not one properly constructed beehive there. 


Agricultural 
Implements. 





DENMARK. 


The “ Berlingske Tidende” of 11th May published a notice 
calling for tenders for the supply to the State 
Railways Department of 10,900 electric glow- 
lamps, and 147,200 sets of carbon pencils for 
arc lamps. Tenders must be drawn up on special forms, and sent 
in, before 1 p.m. on 30th May, to the office of the Locomotive 
Department of the Danish State Railways, Colbj¢rnsensgade 6 


(2nd Sal), Copenhagen, where forms and conditions of tender may 
be obtained. 


Electric Lamps 
and Carbons. 





AZ 
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NETHERLANDS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
het tas a despatch from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, 
Cast-iron Water 7°PoTHDS that the Municipality of Rotterdam 
Pi é will receive tenders on the 8th June next, for 
— the supply of 1,600,770 kilogs. of cast-iron 
water pipes and appurtenances for the City Waterworks, to be 
delivered in two lots. 
Detailed particulars can be obtained from the booksellers, Widow 
P. van Waesbarge & Son, Rotterdam, at a cost of 50 cents (10d.) 


per copy. 





BELGIUM. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 9th May announces 
Ditens: ten that tenders will be opened on the 17th June 
Rail by the “ Société National des Chemins de Fer 
ew Vicinaux,” at No. 14, Rue de la Science, 
Constraction. Brussels, for the construction of the section 
from Vossem to Weert Saint George of the local line from 
Tervueren to Tirlemont. 

The upset price of the work is 243,361 francs (9,732I.) and a 
deposit of 24,000 francs (960/.) is required. Tenders by registered 
letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the Company 
at the address given above, where they will be received not later 
than the 16th June. Plans, estimates, and conditions of contract 
may be seen at the Company’s office and at the office of M. 
Darteville, Rue de Turquie No. 18, Saint Gilles, Bruxelles. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on payment of 
1 franc. 





PORTUGAL. 


Referring to the announcement on p. 485 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Rail Journal” of 11th December last, relative to the 
ae general plan of railway extension to the south 
VOR. = = of the Tagus, it may be noted that the “ Diario 
do Governo” of 15th May contains a Royal Order, adding to the 
plan named two metre gauge lines, namely, one from Estremoz to 
Portalegre, and one from Fronteira to the neighbourhood of 


Coruche. 


The ‘ Diario” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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SPAIN. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 17th May contains a notice calling 
oo for tenders which will be opened on 27th June 
Cotton Drill next, in the Directorate General of the 
‘“‘Establecimiento Central de los Servicios 
Administrativo Militares” situated in the “ Doks” (military 
factories) Barracks, Madrid, for the supply of 16,980 metres of 
cotton drill for making 9,000 pairs of drawers for the inmates of 
the military hospitals, at the upset price and under the conditions 
named in the statement on view in the above-named office. 


The ‘Gaceta” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


On pp. 350-3 will be found extracts from a report by Mr. Seymour 
Articles in which Bell, British Commercial Agent in the United 
British States, on Trade prospects in the Southern 
States of America, in which he points out the 





oe arene principal classes of goods in which British 
"ae os ai manufacturers might increase their trade in 


those States. 


CHILE. 


With reference to the announcement published on p. 364 of the 

Sale of ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 15th August, 

Nitrate Fields 1901, respecting the sale of certain nitrate fields 

* yn Chile, the * Chilian Times” of 25th March 

contains a translation of an Act of Congress recently promulgated 

by the Chilian Government, which authorises the President of the 

Republic to sell by public auction 24 nitrate fields belonging to 
the State, situated in the Provinces of Tarapaca and Antofagasta. 

The sale is to take place in Santiago, due notice being given by 

publication in the ‘ Diario Oficial ” and in a daily paper in each of 


the cities of Santiago, Valparaiso, Iquique, London, Paris, Berlin, 
and New York. 








ARGENTINA. 


The ‘ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina of 17th April contains a 

Presidential Decree, approving a plan presented 
oe of by the Directorate - Gowan of ‘Obras de 
ewers. *umP- —Salubridad de la Nacion,” for the construction 
ing Machinery. Ff sewers in district No. 27 of Buenos Ayres, 
fixing the cost of the whole of the work at 232,649°91 dols. 
national money, or about 20,493/., and authorising the said 
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Department to call for tenders for 60 days for the construction of 
“collectors” and ‘“‘ machine houses” mentioned in the approved 
plan, the estimated cost of which is 196,245°95 dols. national 
money, or about 17,289/., and further to contract in Europe for 
pumping machinery, and for the work of installing it at a cost of 
not over 16,770°40 dols. national money, or about 1,477/. 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the announcement of the appointment of a 
St. Louis British Royal Commission for the St. Louis 
Exhibition : Exhibition of 1904, noted in the “ Board of 
British Trade Journal” of 30th April, p. 199, the 
Particination. Board of Trade have received from Colonel 
C. M. Watson, C.B., C.M.G., the Secretary to 
the Commission, a copy of a circular issued to manufacturers and 
others interested in the commercial enter prise of the United 
Kingdom, asking whether they are prepared to send a re- 
presentative exhibit of their manufactures, and, if so, whether 
they prefer to exhibit independently of other exhibitors, or 
collectively with them. He says it is desired, in the case of many 
industries, to secure collective exhibits, and for such exhibits the 
Commission will be prepared to undertake a part of the necessary 
outlay connected with freight, show cases, and general expenses. 
No charge will be made for space for any exhibit, whether 
independent or collective. Colonel Watson also encloses an 
official classification of the exhibit departments together with a 
pamphlet containing information concerning admission of exhibits 
free of duty, issuing of patents for inventions, registry of trade 
marks, and the Law of copyrights, &c. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
St. Lou of a memorandum by H.M. Commercial Attaché 
apnorage Berli ting German participation in 
Exhibition : at berlin, respecting Ge participa 
endian the St. Louis Exhibition. Before leaving for the 
Participation United States on the 14th April, Dr. Lewald, 
‘the German Commissioner to the Exhibition, 
communicated to interested parties estimates of the cost to firms 
taking part therein. After mentioning the fact that the Prussian 
railway rates had been specially reduced by one half (see further on), 
and that special arrangements had also been made for reduced sea 
freights for exhibition goods (see further on), Dr. Lewald added 
that negotiations were also taking place with the American 
railway companies, and it was hoped that instead of the offer to 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


grant free return freights, the German system of half rates both 
ways would be adopted. The Commissioner also promised to 
appoint a ‘“‘ business official” at the Exhibition, who would, if 
asked to do so by the exhibitors, watch over the various agents 
employed without any special charge. 

The memorandum also states that the Prussian Minister of 
Commerce has decided that a collective exhibition of German 
industry shall be shown at St. Louis. 


In forwarding his memorandum, Mr. Gastrell also enclosed a report 

by H.M. Consul at Cologne explanatory of 

eae the reductions, referred to sl pe pean on 

Railways the Prussian State Railways for the carriage of 
exhibition goods. 

This report may be seen by persons interested on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


A further memorandum by H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berlin 
Reduced Sea has been received, enclosing a statement by 
Fre; H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg of the re- 

reights for = duced sea freights, before referred to, for 

German Exhibits, (ced sea freights, before referred to, for 
German exhibits destined for the St. Louis 
Exhibition. It appears therefrom that the reductions are very 
extensive, varying from 18 per cent. to 62 per cent., according to 
the various classes of goods. If these rates be considered jointly 
with the reduced freights on the Prussian State Railways, it is 
clear that the intending exhibitors at the Exhibition are to be 
extraordinarily favoured in conditions of transport. 

Only goods of German origin can be shipped at these rates, 
and on these conditions. 

The list of rates may be seen by persons interested on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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Buenos Ayres.—lIn his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. 
Consul at Buenos Ayres states that the United Kingdom supplied 
nearly 36 per cent. of the imports into that port in 1902. Alone of the 
great manufacturing countries it has an increase in imports, only 
1-4 per cent., but the United States of America and all European 
countries showed a decrease. In exports there has been an in- 
crease in 1902 over 1901 of 7 per cent. The United Kingdom 
took 19 per cent. of the total exports, and showed an increase of 
17 per cent. over 1901. No other European country has taken so 
much of the trade, nor can any other Kuropean country show so 
large a ratio of increase, except the Netherlands, 

As regards methods of business the Consul writes :— 

“There is no doubt that an expert traveller, with fresh ideas, 
knowing Spanish, will in almost any line obtain sufficient orders 
to pay his Zexpenses. . . . The few British travellers whom I 
have come across here have invariably been satisfied with what 
they have done. ‘The small shop, run by the owner and his family, 
is quite a feature of Buenos Ayres. ‘The visiting of these, even in 
one line of business, would be a laborious affair, but the number of 
orders would doubtless repay the trouble. 

“Too careful attention cannot be given to packing instructions 
(1) to comply with Customs requirements, and (2) to satisfy the 
fancies of the market. 

“Circulars and price lists are but little attended to, even when 
in Spanish, whereas in English they are useless. 

‘‘ As regards the selection of goods, constant change and novelty 
are essential, and equally so strict adherence to the requirements 
of the buyer and low prices.” 

Further on in his report the Consul states that the innumerable 
formalities and delays in collecting money from creditors unwilling 
to pay, and the complications in the sale or purchase of many 
things, have given rise to the employment of brokers on a very large 
scale, each broker making more or less a speciality of some branch 
of business, becoming thoroughly acquainted with it, and diminish- 
ing the possibility of subsequent claims on account of failure to 
comply with some formality. 

Letters should be addressed to H.B.M. Consul, Buenos Ayres. 
Enquiries for addresses should be made to the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, where a directory of 
Buenos Ayres and of the Argentine Republic is kept. 

Enquiries respecting the financial standing of firms are more 
likely to obtain a satisfactory reply when made through a bank ; 
but should the enquirer remit or authorise the necessary expendi- 
ture, the information asked for can be obtained by the Consulate 
through a private enquiry office. 

“ Breastrail,” Buenos Ayres, has been registered as the tele- 
graphic address of the Consulate. 

In La Plata, San Nicolas and Bahia Blanca there are Vice- 
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Consulates, subordinate to the Buenos Ayres Consulate, and in 
Puerto Gallegos there is a Consular Agency. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,961.) 


Bilbao.— H.M. Consu! at Bilbao in his recent report writes that 
British manufacturers who may be desirous of establishing 
connection with the Bilbao market should not encourage themselves 
to hope that much way is to be made by mere correspondence. 
The Spaniard is innate y conservative and likes to know the man 
he is dealing with. Hs is, moreover, particularly sensible to the 
charms of personal intercourse and gentle manners, and will thaw 
at the second or third approach if he appears somewhat shy on 
first acquaintance. Although there are no direct passenger lines 
from the United Kingdom to Bilbao, the expense of a return 
overland journey may he saved by securing a passage on one of 
the many home steamers carrying ore from Bilbao. Most of the 
masters have accommocation for a passenger or two. The voyage 
would cost a few pounds at most and might lead to business, where 
writing for names and addresses of dealers is not, it is to be feared, 
of much practical use, This is particularly the case when it is 
sought to break new ground and introduce an article that has no 
previous hold on the market, and of which, therefore, neither buyer 
nor seller could foretell the chances of acceptance, without personal 
enquiry and explanatioas. The Consul adds that, in spite of the 
fact that there is grea; wealth in Bilbao, no general taste has yet 
declared itself for high-priced goods, probably because the Customs 
duties on foreign-méde articles are heavy. Cheapness and 
showiness rather than quality are therefore the chief desiderata 
with purchasers. (Forzign Office, Annual Series, 2,964.) 


In the same report, H.M. Consul states that in the opinion 
of experienced agenis a good deal: more business might be 
done by British makers of machinery if they would grant terms 
as easy as those accorced by their German rivals, who are ready to 
take risks and renew Fills. They, however, not unnaturally prefer 
the ‘‘ safe and sure” te the “ trade-at-any-price” system, of which 
perhaps time alone cax. decide the relative value. It is, neverthe- 
less, averred that, in spite of the slow and uncertain process of 
legal remedy in Spain, very little trouble has occurred in questions 
of contracts for mackinery. Spanish buyers consider it a hard 
condition that British manufacturers will not allow trials on the 
spot, but insist on these being made at the works. Advertisement 
is, moreover, too little resorted to by British firms, who will not, 
it is said, supply drawings for the purpose, whilst the technical 
papers throughout Spain are filled with German advertisements. 

With regard to the lass of British goods preferred in the Bilbao 
district, the Consul states that as arule, preference is given to goods 
of British make, in articles that cannot be produced in the country, 
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when the chief object is to secure durability in order to save the 
high Customs duty to which such articles would be liable. if 
renewal became necessary. 


Galveston.—In his recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual 
Series, 2,968), H.M. Consul at Galveston draws attention to the fact 
that that port is almost entirely an exporting point. The foreign 
importing business is, and has been for many years, entirely out of 
proportion to the exporting trade. Texas and the surrounding 
country are not manufacturing communities in the sense of those 
of the Eastern and Northern States, and in consequence there is no 
large importation of raw material. A certain amount of manu- 
factures is imported direct from abroad, but even of these fully 
one-half last year went to other districts outside of Texas. 

Again, with two lines of coastwise steamers, bringing from four 
to six cargoes every week from New York, the wholesale houses in 
Galveston and throughout the State, as well as in other contiguous 
States, find it cheaper and more convenient to make their 
purchases in the north, and buy what quantities they need, rather 
than import direct. The competition by rail is also a serious 
consideration. Almost every leading railway has an agent in the 
principal European ports, who is prepared to contract to send 
merchandise through to any pointin the State. In spite, therefore, 
of many ships being available for the purpose of bringing freight 
to Galveston from abroad, these obstacles have hitherto militated 
greatly against direct importation. 

The following table shows the value of the foreign imports at 
Galveston during the years 1898-1902, distinguishing the principal 
countries of origin :— 






































| 
| Value of Imports. 
Total | : minaes 3 
Year. Value of From | 
ae ner | From From From 
tied and | Germany.| France. | Belgium. 
| Colonies. 
£ a. £ £ 
1898 459,965 52,498 59,666 2,823 20,478 
1899 446,919 88,958 50,601 7,203 16,460 
1900... = ---| 288,016 92,614 30,416 8,212 37,020 
1901... sha .--| 268,032 118,705 35,675 8,084 23,922 
1902... ¥e ...| 543,468 278,597 82,513 9,978 81,805 
Average, five years ...| 401,280 126,274 51,774 7,260 | | 35,937 
| 











Siberia—A reference will be found on pp. 367-8 to a report by 
the British Commercial Agent in Russia relative to the, projected 
erection. at. Omsk. by Moscow textile firms of wholesale depdt 
establishments for textile goods. 
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IMPORT TRADE OF THE TRANSVAAL (Two Monras). 


The following table, showing the value of the principal and 
other articles imported :nto the Transvaal in the first two months 
of 1903, as compared with the corresponding period of 1902, is 
compiled from official figures published in the Transvaal “ Govern- 





ment Gazette ” of 17th April :— 














Imports. 
Two Months| Two Months 
Articles, ended ended 
Feb., 1902. | Feb., 1903. 
Metals and manufactures ¢f (includes agricultural £ £ 
implements, bicycles, hadware, iron and steel 
manufactures, cutlery, machinery, FC.) ss eee 389,000 791,000 
Apparel, haberdashery, &c. Cincludes hats) ... oe 172,000 562,000 
Provisions, exclusive of cérn and dairy products 
(includes coffee, chicory, riscwits, meats, fresh and 
preserved, fish, fresh ané preserved, jams, sugar, 
tea, vegetables, fruits, coneiments, salt, Sc.) 143,000 561,000 
Corn and grain (includes floar, meal and rice) 63,000 282,000 
Wood and manufactures (includes furniture)... 36,000 382,000 
Leather and manufactures (includes saddlery and 
boots and shoes) .. 53,000 178,000 
Dairy products (includes batter and butterine, eggs, 
cheese, preserved milk)... an 42,000 190,000 
Beverages (includes ale, spirits, wine and mineral 
waters) ws. eee 00s eee 31,000 132,000 
Drugs and chemicals 54,000 108,000 
Groceries and oilmen’s stores (includes oilsand paints) 29,000 99,000 
Cotton manufactures $60 Se 28,000 68,000 
Live animals ae 7,000 158,000 
Woollen manufactures 12,000 42,000 
Jewellery and plated wate (ine ludes clocks and 
watches) .. = 17,000 34,000 
Soap and candles ... - 21,000 58,000 
Tobacco, raw and manufactired (includes cigars and 
cigarettes) eee 19,000 43,000 
Vehicles (other than bicycle:) ne 8,000 64,000 
Stationery (includes books ard printed matter) 14,000 54,000 
Cocoa, chocolate, and confe¢tionery 9,000 24,000 
Toys and sporting goods ... 5,000 11,000 
Tobacconist ware ... 5,000 8,000 
Electric cable, wire, and fitt ngs.. oaks rit 4,000 3,000 
Other articles of merchandise ... che hsit ota 63,000 274,000 
Total... ooe oe eee oe &j| 1,224,000 4,126,000 











Of the total value ¢f merchandise imported into the Transvaal 
during the first two months of 1903, 1,737,000/. worth were sent 
vid Cape Colony, 1,831,000. worth vid Natal, and 550,000/. worth 
eva Delagoa Bay. 

NotE.—The above <igures do not include free importations for 
the use of the Local Government or Military Stores, South African 
Garrison Institute anc Officers’ Messes, Burgher Relief Committee, 
Repatriation Department, or Railway Material imported as “ Public 
Stores.” 
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AGRICULTURE IN BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


The Foreign Office have received from the East Africa Syndicate, 
Ltd., copy of a letter on “‘ Agriculture in British East Africa, by a 
young New Zealander,” apropos of the Nairobi* Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society’s Show, from which the following is taken. 

After alluding to the products of the soil exhibited, namely, 
vegetables of every class from a cabbage to a tomato, potatoes, 
wheat, barley, oats, buckwheat, maize, millet, fibre, castor-oil 
beans, sim-sim beans, ground-nuts, copra, grapes, pine-apples, 
oranges, pomegranates, mangoes, strawberries, figs, bananas and 
garden flowers, the writer continues :— 

‘Native humped cattle and fat-tailed sheep were all in splendid 
condition and simply rolling in fat. Horses and donkeys were 
looking well and some of them were very fine animals. Pigs were 
a healthy lot and showed good breeding. 

“The only implements shown were two native ploughs—crooked 
sticks shod with iron. It staggered one to think that all the 
produce exhibited had been produced by these primitive imple- 
ments, which must have been invented in the days of Adam. 

‘* All work here is done by native labour; in most cases, ploughs 
not being used, the native digs the soil with his knife. There are 
few real axes in the country, no hoes, ploughs, harrows, scythes or 
cultivators’ grindstones, or any other common farmers’ imple- 
ments. 

‘‘ Although bees are plentiful, there is not a properly constructed 
beehive in the Protectorate. 

‘‘In spite of not having an implement in the country we have 
exported over 1,000 tons of potatoes in one season, and I hope to 
see Rritish Africa supplying all the southern ports with potatoes 
within the next year or two, 

“This is a healthy country with a rich volcanic soil, which is 
waiting for the w hite man to work it in a scientific manner; when 
this is done, East Africa should be able to lick creation in the way 
of producing coffee, cotton, oil, fibres, honey, grain, clover seeds, 
flax, pork and, perhaps, other things. 

‘‘ Large tracts of this country are fit for sheep breeding, not the 
fat-tailed sheep of the country, but woolled sheep from Australia, 
Mexico or South America. And I am inclined to believe that 
with careful selecting, putting the native ewe to an imported ram, 
the local breed might be brought to carry saleable wool in about 
the sixth cross. 

“It has already been proved by one of our best pioneers that in 
one cross native cow to imported bull will produce a fine animal, 
without the hump, fit for working or for beef, and with careful 
selection should also turn out good dairy stock, and, with the cheap 
labour, dairying should pay well here. 

“But this is a planter’s country, and a settler with a little 


* Nairobi is on the highland, on the east side of the Victoria Nyanza Lake, about 
255 miles from the lake and about 325 miles from Mombasa, 
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capital will always make’a living and come out all right in the 
end, but, as in any other part of the world, he will have a hard 
struggle. The capital a planter wants to start with here and do 
really well is about 1,000. This will start a coffee plantation; in 
three years a settler gets kis first crop, and the trees do not require 
renewing for about 12 yeers. 

“Labour here is cheap, a native will work for 1s. 4d. a week 
and his food, which amouats to ld. a day; of course, the labour is 
unskilled. 

‘Land can be bought treehold from the Government for 2s. 8d. 
per acre, and can also be obtained on a 99 years lease at 1/. per 
annum per 100 acres. ‘With plenty of settlers in the country a 
market could easily be ofened up with South Africa and India for 
beef, mutton and tallow, while coffee, cotton, fibre, wool, &c., 
would always find the home markets. 

‘Much has been done luring the last year or two by the plucky 
settlers without capital 0 implements to prove what this country 
can do. ‘The settlers are composed of men from all parts of the 
world, Britishers every one of them, and, looking round the show 
ground, one felt proud of them and sorry there were not more of 
the same sort in the courtry ; if there were we would not hear the 
dismal tale that the Uganda Railway was not paying, and that 
the Government of this country is a burden on England . : 

“ Put 100 planters on the rich soil round Nairobi. They can 
grow coffee, potatoes, fibre, pork—almost anything. If each man 
had 100 acres under cultivation, every year each settler should be 
able to send to the coast at least 200 tons of produce; this would 
make a total of 20,000 tons of freight for the railway every year, 
not to speak of fares, previsions, &c., extra. There is room in this 
country for hundreds of vhite settlers. 

‘Tf men were encouraged to go in for stock raising, we would 
see train loads of frozen mutton, wool, hides, tallow, live sheep and 
cattle going to the coast in a very few years. . 

‘‘ Parts of East Africa are equal to, if not better than the best 
parts of Brazil or Argertine. Hundreds of Britishers go to these 
countries every year and have to live under a foreign flag. If the 
same men knew of this country they would only too gladly come 
here instead. . . : 

“If the Government advertise East Africa from end to end of 
the Empire, and only state the truth as to what the land will do, 
hundreds of our finest frontiers-men and pioneers*from Scotland, 
America and the Colonies will flock to Kast Africa, and I hope in 
afew years will make tkis a second Australia. 

% “Should any reader'wish to learn more about British East 
Africa, the land laws, elevation of the country above sea level, &c., 
Tam sure that Sir Charles Eliot, His Majesty’s Commissioner of 
British East Africa, would only be too pleased to supply any 
information he may reqtire.” 
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TRADE PROSPECTS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES OF 
AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
of a report drawn up by Mr. Seymour Bell, British Commercial 
Agent in the United States, relative to trade prospects in the 
Southern States, from which the following extracts have been 
made :— 

“A few years ago, when the South was recovering from the 
effects of the Civil War, there was only a limited amount of busi- 
ness to be done, but things are very different now. The Southern 
States are infinitely more prosperous than they were even five 
years ago. There is more money in circulation, and they have 
entered upon a term of prosperity the like of which they have not 
known since the war. The people, therefore, are more able and 
more willing to purchase luxuries and better goods than they were 
a few years ago. 

“ Notwithstanding this, one cannot but be struck with the fact 
that in New Orleans, and, indeed, in all the places I visited, com- 
mercial travellers from the United Kingdom are very seldom seen. 
Nearly all the merchants with whom I talked told me the same 
thing. French and German travellers come round regularly, but 
manufacturers and shippers in Great Britain appear to think it is 
not worth while to send representatives. This, in my opinion, is 
a great mistake. . 

“ It may, perhaps, be thought that the trade in one single line 
will not prove sufficient to pay expenses of travellers. In that 
case, let the travellers come out with more lines than one, so that 
the expenses may be divided. There is trade to be done. 

‘Tt is useless for British shippers to depend upon circulars and 
price lists to increase their trade. As likely as not they will be 
thrown into the waste paper basket as soon as received without 
even being looked at. 

“If it were possible to establish a central distributing house in 
New Orleans, or some other port on the Gulf where British 
steamers call regularly, it would, in my opinion, prove highly 
successful. It would be necessary to have a large supply of 
samples of different lines of goods which travellers could take with 
them on their rounds. It would resolve itself, in fact, into a sort 
of British commercial museum where prospective buyers could go 
and inspect the goods preparatory to ordering. Travellers would, 
of course, be necessary in order to reach buyers in the interior. 
They would have to be in a position to quote prices delivered to 
buyer, including all expenses, and the central house would have to 
see to getting the goods through the Custom-house and despatched 
to the buyer with the least possible delay.” 


Birmingham, Ala.—With regard to this town, which is the 
principal one of the Southern iron and coal industry and an 
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important distributing centre for al] classes of goods, and has a 
population in and around it of nearly 100,000, Mr. Bell writes :— 

“Direct trade between Birmingham and the United Kin gdom 
appears to be practically ail. British commercial travellers ail 
visit the place, and, in sonsequence, goods which at. one ti “ib 
had a sale have now beer replaced by others. 

‘There is a larger trads to be done in dry goods than in any 
other line, but almost everything comes through New York. The 
chief dry goods i in demanl are: Dress goods, laces, linens, linings, 
certain braids and small.wares. The demand is increasing, and 
there is a better grade of: goods asked for than formerly. 

‘In hardware, practically the only articles supplied by British 
manufacturers are pocket knives, only of the best quality. At one 
time English anvils had a good sale, but this trade has fallen off 
almost completely. Tools, which formerly came from the United 
Kingdom, are now suppljed chiefly by the New England States. ' 

“The principal articles in which British manufacturers might 
increase their trade are: Dry goods and hardware, as above, drugs 
and fancy groceries.” 


Montgomery, Ala.—This city, which is the capital of the State 
of Alabama, with a population of over 30,000, is another important 
distributing centre. Mr. Bell writes as follows with regard to 
possible openings for trade there :— 

‘‘The principal articles in which business may be done are : 
Chemicals, drugs, dry go ds, fancy groceries, and liquors. 

“One of the largest w: holesale grocers and liquor dealers informs 
me that his firm is prepared to accept an agency for the sale of a 
good brand of Scotch whisky. Orders would be given for 20 or 
25 cases at a time to commence with, and he considered they could 
easily dispose of some hundreds of cases each year. They would 
also like to be put in communication with wine exporters, also 
shippers of jams, sardines, peas, and such other groceries as are 
usually sent to this country. . 

‘‘T shall be glad to supply the name of this firm to those who 
may desire it if they wil. communicate with me. 

‘Most of the trade ig at present done through New York, and 
commercial travellers frem the United Kingdom appear to be quits 
unknown. 

“In dry goods the chief business is done in linens, dress goods, 
laces, il linings, but ‘doubtless the list might be considerably 
extended were the buver given an opportunity of inspecting 
samples. 

“As far as drugs and chemicals are concerned, it is considered 
that the business is tod small to import direct, consequently all 
orders go to New York-and New Orleans. I see no reason:why & 
direct business should mt be done by enterprising houses shipping 
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to several customers on one bill of lading, and arranging for (dis- 
tribution of the goods on arrival. 

**'The trade in Montgomery has largely increased in recent years, 
and all manufacturing enterprises appear to be successful and 
extending their business.” 


Pensacola.— Pensacola, with a population of 20,000, is likely to 
become an important port in the near future. After giving some 
particulars as to the improved harbour accommodation, &c., Mr. 
Bell goes on to say :— 

“The trade of the port, therefore, has every prospect of growing 
rapidly, and it would be as well for British shippers who are anxious 
to increase their trade to prepare for this time. 

“‘At present there is only a limited trade to be done in certain 
dry goods, hardware, fancy groceries, and liquors. 

“The manufacture of fertiliser is a leading industry throughout 
the territory, which may be reached through Pensacola. The raw 
materials used are mainly phosphate, kainite, pyrites, and potash 
salts, most of which are imported. te 

* Pensacola is worthy of attention from British shipowners, on 
account of the facilities for loading and discharging, and also as a 
convenient coaling station for steamers trading in the Gulf.” 


Mobile, Ala.— As regards Mobile, which is a town of about 40,000 
inhabitants, Mr. Bell states that the European imports consist 
chiefly of minerals, chemicals, drugs and dry goods. The dry 
goods most in demand are linens, laces, braids, handkerchiefs, 
embroideries, and nettings (mosquito curtains), The importations 
of hardware were at one time very much greater, but now hardly 
anything but goods of domestic manufacture are sold. The articles 
most likely to be able to compete are guns, enamelled ware, cutlery 
and anvils. 


New Orleans.—‘‘ Considering that New Orleans is the principal 
market for some i0,000,000 people, more or less prosperous, the 
direct importations from foreign countries are,” says Mr. Bell, 
“surprisingly small.” 

“The chief articles handled by the wholesale hardware houses 
that might be imported are the following: Filter press cloths, 
cotton waste, cotton duck, cement, tools, enamelled ware, anchors, 
chains, sickles, sheathing felt for vessels, and oakum. 

“There is, of course, a good trade to be done in bags and 
bagging, and a fair trade in binding twine, crude india-rubber, 
earthen and china ware, matting and wines. . 

“The largest dry goods house in New Orleans buys largely 
European goods. The following is a list of the principal articles 
they handle: white goods, cretonnes, carpets, linoleum, hosiery, 
mosquito curtains, linens, laces, silks, fine handkerchiefs, lace 
curtains, percales, lawns, poplins, organdies, fine ginghams, cloves, 
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pine apple tissue, embroicered swisses, linen suitings, toys, china, 
leather goods, and fancy Kaskets. 

“Tn order to show how much British commercial travellers are 
missed, I may mention a case that was brought to my notice. The 
manager of one of the lirgest wholesale hardware houses in New 
Orleans asked me for tke name of the leading hardware paper in 
England. I gave him the information, and, when I returned to 
Chicago, sent him a copy which I happened to have. He wrote 
to me by return, thanking me for the paper. He informed me 
that it contained just whet he wanted, and that he was writing to 
several of the firms advertising goods he required.” 


Houston, Texas.—This town occupies an important position as a 
distributing centre, and has a population of over 60,000. After 
giving a description of the manufacture of paper from yellow pine 
shavings by a local comfany, Mr. Bell states that in the manu- 
facture of this paper the soda process is employed. It is declared 
by the management that for shavings this process is preferable 
to the sulphite, which ts used in the production of pulp from 
hemlock and spruce. Te chemicals required in the manufacture 
have to be imported inte the State. As the soda ash used comes 
either from New York cr abroad, there ought to be an opening 
at an early date for an increased trade in this article with the 
United Kingdom. 


Galveston. With regerd to the imports into Galveston from 
foreign countries, Mr. Bell writes :—“ The following goods arrived 
in a steamer from Antwerp while I was in Galveston, which gives 
a good idea of the class of goods for which there is a sale— 
Crockery, wines, railway material, silks, cement, firebricks, and 
drugs. 

‘There is a good demand for imported crockery in the South. 
In al! the places I visited, and especially in New Orleans, there 
were stores stocked with articles of French manufacture. Orna- 
ments, either manufactured in France or of French design, were 
seen everywhere, and many of them were high-priced. A certain 
amount of table ware, generally of the cheaper quality, had British 
marks. I am certainly of opinion that an increased trade might be 
done in these articles with the United Kingdom were the business 
to be pushed harder.” 
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SILK INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a report drawn up by Mr. Seymour Bell, British 
Commercial Agent in the United States, based on particulars 
published in the New York “Tribune” of 18th April last. 
According to this report practically all the raw silk used by 
American manufacturers at the present time is imported. The 
importation of raw silk for the eight months ending with February 
of this year amounted to 37,060,000 dols., as against 27,000,000 
dols. for the corresponding period of the previous year. 

Measured by quantity, as distinguished from value, the figures 
for the eight months ended with February, 1903, amounted to 
10,000,000 Ibs., against less than 9,000,000 for the eight months 
ended with February, 1902, and less than 5,000,000 for the eight 
months ended with February, 1901. Meantime the importations 
of manufactured silk have also increased, the figures for the eight 
months ended with February, 1903, being valued at over 
25,000,000 dols., as against less than 23,000,000 dols. in the 
preceding eight months period, and 18,000,000 dols. in the eight 
months ended with February, 1901. 

-' The growth in the production of silk manufactures in the 
United States, a production which is wholly from imported 
thaterial, much of which is brought from the other side of the 
globe, is rapid and interesting. In 1870 importations of raw silk 
were only 500,000 lbs. ; in 1880, 2,500,000; in 1890, 7,500,000 ; 
in 1900, 13,000,000; and in 1903 seem likely to be 16,000,000 Ibs. 
The value of the raw silk imported in 1897 was 19,000,000 dols. ; 
in 1899, 32,000,000 dols.; in 1900, 45,000,000 dols., and in the 
present fiscal year seems likely to be 50,000,000 dols. From the 
silk thus imported the silk manufacturing establishments of the 
United States produced in the year 1900 silk goods valued at over 
100,000,000 dols.; and in view cf the fact that the raw silk 
importations of the present fiscal year materially exceed those of 
1900 or 1899, it seems probable that the value of the silk 
manufactures of the country in the present year will materially 
exceed those of 1900. The value of the product of the silk manu- 
facturing establishments of the country grew from 12,000,000 dols. 
in 1870 to 41,000,000 dols. in 1880, 87,000,000 dols. in 1890, and 
‘107,000,000 dols. in 1900, and for the present year the total 
‘product will probably materially exceed that of 1900. Nevertheless, 
the importations of silk manufactures are greater in value in the 
present year than for many years. For the eight months ended 
with February, the total value of silk manufactures imported was 
25,000,000 dols., an increase of 7,000,000 dols. over the figures 
of a like period two years earlier. The following table shows the 
‘number of establishments, value of product, and wages paid in the 
silk manufacturing industry of the United States from 1870 to 
1900 :— 
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Year. Establishments, | Value of Product. Wages Paid. 
Dollars. Dollars. 
1870. ... pe vn 86 | 12,210,662 1,942,286 
1880__... sa eee 382 | 41,038,045 9,146,705 
1890... inn sa 472 | 87,298,454 17,762,441 
Ree gat 483 | 107,256,258 20,982,194 





' The British Commercial Agent also sends an extract from a 
recently published New Orleans paper to the effect that the 
Agricultural Department has commenced the despatch of’ silk- 
worm eggs, each parcel being tested according to the Pasteur 
method, to persons in the south who have expressed a desire to 
take up silk culture. 

The Agricultural Department has received assurances that if 
the silk can be grown in sufficient quantities, private enterprises 
will erect the mills for its reeling, and, in the meantime, the 
Government will continue to send out the eggs and will buy and 
reel the silk until the culture is in a measure established. 

If the conditional promises are not carried out, a colony of the 
North Italy silk culturists will be established, and complete 
instructions will be given to every person interested in the 
industry. 

This should result in employment in some branch of the 
industry for all the children of the poorer families, as is the 
case in Northern Italy. 





TRANSIT TRADE OF INDO-CHINA. 


In a despatch recently received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Pakhoi, it is stated that in view of the various French 
schemes for the exploitation of Yiinnan and Kuanghsi, the growth 
uf the transit trade of Indo-China is of special interest. Its total 
value in 1901 amounted to 1,339,0001., of which 1,239,0002. 
represented trade with Yiinnan, an advance of some 50 per cent. 
on 1900, the balance being mostly with Battambong (in Siam). 
The business was almost entirely with Hong-Kong, which sent 
goods to the value.of 911,000/., and received 325,000/. The chief 
articles imported were yarn, 620,000/. (from India and Japan in 
about equal quantities), textiles 124,000/., and Chinese tobacco 
100,000/., while the exports consisted almost entirely of ‘tin 
282,000/., and tea nearly 16,000/. The direct trade with Europe 
was very small, amounting to only 2,000/. in value, but an attempt 
is now being made to divert the tin from Hong-Kong and ship: it 
direct to France, and should this succeed the French steamers from 
Inde-China will obtain some 3,000 tons of freight a year at the 
expense of the Hong-Kong lines. 
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As will be observed from the above figures, cotton yarn repre- 
sents more than half the trade with Yiinnan. At present all this 
comes from abroad, but Indo-China, producing its own raw 
material and favoured by its proximity to the place of consumption, 
may in the near future become a serious competitor. ‘Tonquin has 
now two mills in operation and another about to start, numbering 
in all 50,000 spindles capable of turning out 2,500 tons of yarn a 
year, which is about two-thirds of the local consumption. The 
production of these mills reduced the import of yarn (mostly 
No. 20) for the local market by some 300,000/. in 1901, and with 
the development of the industry that is now going on the home 
demand will probably soon be more than satisfied, when will arise 
a need for new outlets, which will no doubt be sought in the 
neighbouring provinces of China. In order to satisfy local require- 
ments, and also to supply the Yiinnan market, about three times 
the present number of spindles would be required. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Commonwealth 
Amended By-Law of Australia Gazette” for 4th April last, con- 
respecting Free taining a By-law issued by the Commonwealth 
Im . Department of Trade and Customs on 26th 
portation of, March, 1903, which provides for the f 
“Minor Articles.” 7 arch, . », Which provides tor the ree 

: importation into the Commonwealth of certain 
specified minor articles for use in the manufacture of apparel, 
bellows, blinds, boots and shoes, fishing rods, furniture, harness 
and saddlery, hats, agricultural implements, umbrellas, vehicles 
and other miscellaneous articles within the Commonwealth. 

The present By-law is in substitution of certain by-laws relating 
to. “‘ minor articles,” for which notices were published in the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 6th February, 1902 (p. 257), and 
29th May, 1902 (p. 401). 

The amended list of ‘‘ minor articles ” referred to in the By-law 
under notice, which is in considerable detail, may be seen by 
persons interested on application to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 


” 
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TRANSVAAL. 


With reference to the notice published in the ‘“ Board of Trade 
Revulati Journal” for 7th May last relating to the 
°6 mage suspension, as from 24th April, 1903, of the 
wey as duties on all articles (except spirits, and flour 
Free importation or wheaten meal, including pollard, manu- 


yc gp agg factured from other than South African wheat), 
gin the produce, growth, or manufacture of British 


South Africa on importation into the Transvaal, 
the Board of Trade have now received a copy of a Government 
Notice (No. 135 of 1903), issued by the Transvaal Director of 
Customs on the 15th April last, notifying that the above 
suspension will not apply unless the person claiming the same 
shall, on importation and due entry into the Colony, produce to the 
proper officers of Customs, at their discretion :— 


(a) A signed statement, in writing, on the invoice, or otherwise, 
as to the origin of the goods. 


(b) A certificate of origin, duly signed before a Justice of the 
Peace, Resident Magistrate, or Officer of Customs. 


(c) Such other or further evidence as such officers of Customs 
may require. 


Persons forwarding such articles by post should clearly state on 
the form or labal attached to the parcel that they are the growth, 
produce or manufacture of British South Africa, otherwise it will 
be assumed that they are not. 





CEYLON. 


With reference to a notice in the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 

— for 29th January, 1903, relating to proposed 

. changes in the Customs Tariff of Ceylon, 

Tariff. the Board of Trade have now received a copy of 

the “Ceylon Government Gazette” for 24th April last, which 

contains the ‘‘ Customs Duties Amendment Ordinance, 1903 ” 

(No. 2 of 1903), assented to by the Governor on 24th March, 

1903, which amends the Law relating to the general Customs 

regulations, and the duties leviable on articles imported into 
Ceylon. 

The present Ordinance will come into operation at such a time 
as the Governor shall notify by Proclamation in the “ Government 
Gazette.” The following are the principal alterations which will 
be effected in the duties on articles imported into the island :— 
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Articles. 

Arrowroot ... ove ove ote Per cwt. | 
Brass— | 
Nails... ob eae ies” v0 
Blocks, bars and tubes _ ales cal 

Copper— 
Sheets and ingots... hes on "de 
Wire and tubes eas “ae ba ala 
Tron— 


Galvanised, viz., guttering, nails, piping, 
ridging, rivets, sheets, and sheets corru- 
gated, spouting, strapping, screws, tiles, 
washers, wire ee Per ton 

Nails and tacks of sorts and rivets Per cwt. 

Iron and steel— 

Galvanised goods of all description, in- 
cluding tin tacks ... ook Per cwt. 

Not galvanised ; rails, chains, wire, rivets, 
screws, nails, tacks, washers, bolts, and 
nuts ... pen nes ace Per cwt. 


Perfumery or spirits imported as perfumery 


Tapioca 
Advertising matter, ‘including printed almanacs, 
pocket books, diaries, ash trays, calendars. 
show cards, show plates and frames, call bells, 
paper knives, and blotting pads 
Drawings and drawing materials : 
Artist’s materials for drawing and painting 
NotTr.—Presumably “ drawings ” are now 
liable to the unenumerated rate of 5) 7 
ad val. 
Liquid fuel, the product of petroleum, with a 
flashing point— 
Not under 200° FF... 
rm 150° F, (Abel’ s close test) 
Machinery— 


“Motor cars not used for traction” are| 
specially excluded from the free list by’ 


the present Ordinance, and would pay, 
presumably, as heretofore, 54 % ad vali.... 
Memorial tablets of whatever material... 


Lead wire 





Old Rates. 


Import Duties. 





New Rates, 








Rs. Cts. 
Free 


00 
00 


Cros 


00 
00 


ow 


00 (a) 
63 


ou 


If as spirits, Rs. 7 

per gall. ; other- 

wise 54 7, ad val, 
53% ad val. 


ee 
Free 


Free 


Stone, free ; 


"other 53% ad val. 


54 % ad val. 








Rs. Cts. 
Q 35 


Q 75 


0 63 
Rs. 7 per gall. 


35 cts. per ewt. 


Free 


Free 


Free 


Free 


9 





(a) Or 75 cents nee owt: 
The above Ordinance further provides that the Collector of 
Customs may register articles exported from the island, such as 


watches and guns, which in his judgment are capable of identifi- 
cation, and articles so registered may be admitted free of duty 


upon re-importation into the island. 
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ST. LUCIA. 
With reference to a notice published on p. 302 of the “ Board of 
Prohibition of Trade Journal” for 13th November, 1902, the 
: Board have now received a copy of a further 
the Importation . : : 
of Cattle from  rder-in-Council, dated 3rd April, 1908, 
St Vincent rescinding the Order-in-Council of the 20th 
° October, 1902, there referred to, prohibiting 
Removed. . _ is : 
the importation of all cattle, in consequence 
of the existence of anthrax, from St. Vincent into the Colony 
of St. Lucia. 





GERMANY. 

According to a recent order of the Hamburg Customs Authorities, 
beens copy of which has been received at the Board 
ee of Trade through the Foreign Office, fruit 
ithe Gtanaiibine knives with stone-ware handles, being goods of 
Handles polished brass made up with stoneware, are 
liable on importation into the German Customs 
Union via Hamburg to a duty of 30 marks per 100 kilogs. 

(15s. 3d. per cwt.), under No. 19d. 2 of the Customs Tariff. 





SPAIN. 

The ‘“Gaceta de Madrid” of 16th May contains a Royal Order 
declaring 36°10 per cent. to have been the 
Rate ee average rate of exchange (premium of exchange 
aitienes Paris) during the first fortnight of the 
i Duties present month, and that the corresponding 
ble in Gold. reduction in the rate of Customs duty payable 
payable mm ole. in gold during the second fortnight of this 

month. will be 27 per cent. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
ii of the Customs Tariff of the United States, 
estetioas which have recently been issued by the 

Treasury Department at Washington for the 
guidance of United States Customs officers and others :— 

Artificial silk braids, being made from imitation silk, are dutiable. 
under paragraph 390 of the Tariff at the rate of 60 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Needle threaders.—So-called needle threaders consisting of thin 
steel implements about one and one-fourth inches in length and 
about one twenty-fourth of an inch wide, with a hook at each end, 
designed to be used to fasten the thread into the eye of sewing and 
embroidery needles in| Swiss embroidery machines, are. dutiable as 
manufactures of metal at 45 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 
193 of the Tariff. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—eentinued. 


Linen bobbins consisting of braided linen fillets about one-eighth 
of an inch wide and 3 yards long, put up in small bundles, and 
commercially known as “tapes,” are properly dutiable at the rate 
of 45 per cent. ad valorem under the provisions of paragraph 320 
of the Tariff. : 

Fur rugs partly of wool.—Wolf-skin fur rugs, with lining and 
border composed of woollen cloth, the fur being the component 
materi:l of chief value, are dutiable under paragraph 400 of the 
Tariff, covering manufactures of fur or of which fur “is the 
component material of chief value,” and not under the provision in 
paragraph 366 for “all manufactures of every description made 
wholly or in part of wool,” or under that in paragraph 382 for 
“rugs for floors . . . and other. portions of carpets or carpet- 
ing made wholly or in part of wool.” 

Thermometers of opal glass and of blown glass —Thermometers 
composed of blown or opal glass and other materials, the blown or 
opal glass being the component material of chief value, are not 
dutiable under the provision in paragraph 100 of the Tariff for 
“opal and other blown glassware,” but are dutiable under 
paragraph 112 as “‘ manufactures of which glass is the component 
material of chief value, not specially provided for,”—duty, 45 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


Poultry, dead, not dressed, is dutiable, by assimilation, as dressed 
poultry, at 5 cents per pound. 


Vellum and parchment.—The provision in paragraph 634 of the 
Tariff, exempting from duty “parchment and vellum,” is not 
limited to such as is to be used for manuscripts and similar 
purposes, but includes the qualities used for various other purposes, 
as for binding books, covering bottle stoppers, &c. 


Lenses of glass—Unmounted single lenses of glass, used chiefly 
in bicycle lanterns, are not projecting lenses within the purview of 
paragraph 111 of the Tariff. They are consequently dutiable at 
the rates fixed by paragraph 109, according to whether their edges 
are ground or unground. 


Nickel-plated zinc sheets are not dutiable as nickel in sheets, but 
as articles composed of metal, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, 
under paragraph 193 of the Tariff. 


Tonnage tax is not to be levied on vessels employed in repairing 
or aying telegraph cables and not engaged in the foreign-carrying 
trade. 

Inmes in brine are dutiable at 1 cent per pound under paragraph 
266 of the Tariff, providing, among other things, for “ limes,” 
without qualification, and are not dutiable at 40 per cent. 
ul valorem as prepared vegetables or pickles, under paragraph 241, 
nor free as fruits in brine, under paragraph 559. In assessing the 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


specific duty per pound no allowance can be made for the weight 
of the brine in which the limes are imported, whether absorbed by 
the fruit or surrounding it. 


Bibulous paper bound in books is dutiable under paragraph 403 
of the Tariff, at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. The provision 
of paragraph 397 covering bibulous paper in reams or any other 
form covers only such paper while still retaining its character as 
paper in the form of reams, sheets, &c., and does not cover the 
same when it has been made into books. 


Bar tron—muck bars.—Iron in the form of bars and known as 
muck bars is dutiable under paragraph 123 of the Tariff, as bar 
iron, and is not dutiable as iron in “ forms less finished than iron 
in bars and more advanced than pig-iron,” under paragraph 124. 


Burr-stones in a rough-quarried condition, approximating to an 
irregular circular form, with a hole drilled in the centre, and 
encircled by an iron band, are free of duty as “ burr-stones in 


blocks, rough or unmanufactured,” under paragraph 671 of the 
Tariff. 


Cotton braids. —Fillets or narrow bands about three-eighths of an 
inch wide and several yards in length, composed of cotton yarns 
braided upon braiding machines, and put up on spools and used in 
pianoforte actions, are properly dutiable as braids, at the rate of 


60 per cent. ad valorem, under the provisions of paragraph 339 of 
the Tariff. 


Tea coverings.—Certain tin canisters, which can be entirely 
lifted from their wooden containers, and which have square tops 
opening on hinges, or desk-shaped tops, after the style of a roll- 
top desk, are held to be subject to additional duty under Section 19 
of the ‘“‘ Customs Administrative Act, 1890.” The section in 
question provides that “if there be used for covering or holding 
“imported merchandise, whether dutiable or free, any unusual 
“ article or form designed for use otherwise than in the bona fide 
“transportation of such merchandise to the United States, 
“ additional duty shall be levied and collected upon such material 
“or article at the rate to which the same would be subject if 
‘‘ separately imported.” 


In virtue of a recent Act of the United States Congress, the port 
of Niagara Falls, in the State of New York, 
has had extended to it the privileges of ports 
open for the immediate transportation, without 
appraisement, of merchandise in transit to other 


“ Immediate 
Transportation ” 
Port. 


ports. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





VENEZUELA. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Abolition of information to the effect that the export duty 
rt D of eight bolivars on each head of cattle, cows 
rig eg on excepted, which was imposed by a Decree of 
26th November, 1901, has been abolished by a 
Presidential Decree of the 13th April, 


The same despatch also states that the Venezuelan Minister of 
Aboliti f Finance has announced the abolition, from 
— ~ . 15th April, of the import duty of 5 cents per 
gers Dany on kilog. on Roman cement. 
Roman Cement. ) 


_— 








COSTA RICA. 
The United States ‘‘ Advance Sheets of Consular Reports” for the 
18th April states that, by a Costa Rican Decree 
of 21st March, crude petroleum may be im- 
ported into the Republic free of duty. 


Free Importation 
of Crude 
Petroleum. 








NICARAGUA. 

The United States ‘Advance Sheets of Consular Reports” for 
Abolition of the 15th April, 1903, contain a notification to 
Import Duti the effect that by a Presidential Decree of 
ra eee ith ebruary, the Nicaraguan import duties 

on, Materials for on raw materials for the manufacture of com- 
Common Soap. mon, or laundry, soap are abolished. 





JAPAN. 

The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
Guistesiie application of the Japanese Oustoms Tariff, 
everenns which were published in the “Japan Weekly 

Mail” of the 4th April :-— 


Alpaca tissues, even if the weft of the material is composed of 
cotton, are dutiable under No. 324 of the Tariff at the “Conventional” 
rate of 0°U75 yen (1°84d.) per. square yard. 

Thin worsted cloths to be used as overcoatings for Japanese 
women, and tissues woven of wool and mohair yarns, are dutiable as 
woollen cloths under No. 337 of the Tariff at the “‘ Conventional ” 
rate of 0°093 yen (2°28d.) per square yard. 


So-called “* serges,” woven of worsted yarns, are not to be classed 
as serges under No. 335 of the Tariff, but are to be treated as 
worsted coatings and charged with duty under No. 337 at the 
“ Conventional ” rate of 0-093 yen (2°28d.) per square yard. 

Packing-paper, lined with a thin linen cloth, is dutiable at the 
“Conventional” rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem under the 
Commercial Treaty between Japan and Germany. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 
RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 267 of the 

** Board of Trade Journal” of 5th February last, 

get ee aa information has since been received that the 

’ contract for the Persian Gulf line between’ the 

Imperial Government and the Russian Steam Navigation Company 

has been concluded, an «nnual subsidy for ten years of 200,000 

roubles being promised in consideration of four sailings per annum, 

and the Company’s choice of a representative in the Gulf to be 
subject to the Governmen:’s approval. 

The following translation of an extract from the ‘ Odesskj 
Listok ” of 25th April/8t1 May. relative to the new line has been 
received :— 

‘The Administration o* the Russian Steam Navigation Company 
has determined to furnish two special ocean steamers for the new 
Persian Line, which are -to be ordered shortly. The Administra- 
tion is already in negotation with Russian shipbuilding yards 
with reference to the buikling of the two new steamers. Special 
agencies and warehouses of the Russian Company are to be 
established in all Persian ports, with a staff of clerks of Russian 
nationality especially apoointed. for Persia. A complete re- 
organisation of the reguar voyages to the Persian Gulf will be 
arranged in the course of she present year.” 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg”’ of the 28th April/llth May 

reports that, according to the “‘ Nouveau Temps,” 

Freights to it has. been considered necessary to reduce, in 

Far East a shor; time, the freights of Russian steam- 

’ ships ketween Odessa and the ports of the Far 

Kast for all Russian prodice, in order that. the latter may find an 
outlet in China and Japan. 


Reduction in 





FRANCE—CANADA. 


With reference to the motice which appeared on p. 594 of the 
Direct Steamship “* Boar of Trade Journal” of 19th March last, 
ute tte be noted that, according to a despatch 

Pranhé and receivel through the Foreign Office from H.M. 

faces Consul at Havre, the steamers of the new line 
under the Russian flag from La Rocheile-Pallice 
to Canada will, on the return voyage, call at Havre. 

Arrangements have alsg been made by the Furness line for four 
British steamers to come in the summer months from Havre to 
Halifax, with a view to ascertaining whether there is sufficient 
trade to make it worth waile to continue the service. The first: 
departure was to take pla¢> from Halifax on 9th May. 
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Shipping and Transport. 





PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 18th May contains a copy of the 
contract, dated 10th January last, made between 


yg among the Government and the Administrators of the 
Africa nay ‘‘Kmpresa Nacional de Navegacio a Vapor” 
Lisbon for Portuguese Africa, for a monthly service of 


steamers between’ Lisbon and Mozambique, 
calling at Leixées, St. Thomé, Loanda, Lourengo Marques, and 
Beira, for six years, at a subsidy of 12,000 milreis, or about 2,1001., 
for each of the first 12 round voyages; 10,000 milreis, or about 
1,837. 10s., for each of the second 12 round voyages ; 8,000 milreis, 
or about 1,575/., for each of the third 12 round voyages; 6,000 
milreis, or about 1,050/., for each of the fourth 12 round voyages ; 
and of 5,000 milreis, or about 9187. 15s., for each of the 24 remain- 
ing round voyages, subject to fixed rates of freight and passage, 
and to other conditions which are given in the “ Diario,” including 
a time limit of 75 days maximum for the round voyage, including 
all delays between Lisbon and Mozambique, and 28 days for the 
voyage from Lisbon to Louren¢go Marques and vice versd. 


COLOMBIA. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
Diciunitiiat British Legation at Bogota, calling attention 
Control of to a Decree of the Colombian Government 
Transport Dues (No. 237 of 1903), in which the right is claimed 
* to inspect and control the tariffs of all river 
navigation, railways, and in general all matters of river and land 

transport, within the territory of the Republic. 

A translation of the Decree in question may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 


1 p.m.). 








MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

A formal investigation was held at Edinburgh on the 22nd and 

iit eilliiia 23rd April into the circumstances attending the 

he thidior explosion of a boiler which occurred on the 28th 

Reienienn hat January last at the Bonnyrigg carpet factory, 

ioehem | by Messrs. Widnell and Stewart, Ltd., 
Lasswade. 

The Commissioners found that the explosion was caused by the 
accumulation of steam in the jacket of the boiler and a consequent 
increase of pressure beyond what the boiler was able to stand; the 
casting of the tank was defective, and it had never been tested to 
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Mineral:, Metals, and Machinery. 








ascertain its safe 


fitted with a reducing valve having regard to the fact that steam 
was supplied direct from the main boilers, a safety valve also would 
have been useful as an-additional precaution. 

The owners, Messrs. Henry Widnell and Stewart, Ltd., were 
found in default and orgGered to pay the sum of 40/. towards the 
costs of the investigation. 


working pressure; the pan should have been 











AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The following table, based on returns published in the ‘ Queens- 


Mineral 
Production of 
Queensland in 
























land Government Mining Journal” of 14th 
March, shows the quantity and value of 
mineérals produced in Queensland during the 


year 1902. Figures for 1901 are added for 



































—— purposes of comparison :— 
1901. 1902. 
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. Value. 
Fine ozs. £ Fine ozs. £ 
Gold ool ...| 598,382 | 2,541,892 | 640,463 | 2,720,639 
| _ Ozs. Ozs. 
Silver ... .-.| 571,561 62,241 | 701,312 70,145 
Tons. Tons. 
Copper ... ool aes 3,061 194,227 3,784 189,200 
Coal _ -»| 539,472 189,877 | 501,531 172,286 
Tin ook — 1,661 93,723 2,085 116,171 
Manganese - ous 218 795 4,600 16,989 
Opal ... son ose | 7 = 7,400 -- 7,000 
Molybdenite, bismuth and weifram.. 26 1,609 41 5,502 
Gems a ane _ én — 6,000 a 5,000 
Lime a rm 6,514 4,901 4,743 3,672 
Lead ... oes one 561 6,993 267 2,706 
Wolfram oof ~ 72 1,145 55 1,167 
Bismuth o> ~ 20 3,684 1 123 
Total value... £ aa 3,114,702 —_ 3,310,600 
SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Bilbao reports that, according to official returns, 


Output of Iron Ore 
in Bilbao in 1902, 










tke following quantities of iron ore were 


reised in Bilbao during 1902 :— 








ee Quantity. 

lane aes - ‘ ‘Tons. 
Red ese - ees eos “ns own _ 4,182,500 
Carbonate ... md * me Pr 7 oe na 442,237 
“ Campanil”’ eve - sol ses ons see ses 57,081 
4,681,818 
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Minerals, Metals, and .Machinery. 





SPAIN—continued. 


The iron ore exported from Bilbao to various countries during 


Exports of tenn Give the last three years was as follows :— 

















from Bilbao. 
| | 

Destination. 1900. | 1901. 1902. 

| ei 
| . Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
United Kingdom ...| $,101,563 | 2,281,198 | 2,996,908 
Netherlands ... ...| - 703,766. | — 651,473 672,368 
Germany | 66,401 | 636,509 57,688 
Belgium 207,925 | 193,372 224,570 
france Ma oe eee ee 199,305 
United States bd h S01. Ho RH 49,445 | 90,565 45,998 
Other countries... ase eos os — | 7,512 14 
Total... —-| 4,829,822 |, 4,056,701 | 4,196,851 








NOTE.—Nearly all the ore sent to the Netherlands and a part of that shipped to 
Belgium is destined for consumption in Germany. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,964.) 





ROUMANIA. 


A despatch dated 30th April has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Bucharest, re- 


ee re porting statements made by the Roumanian 

| —0 Finance Minister to the special correspondent 
hed evalentint of the “ Frankfurter Zeitung ” on the subject of 
‘ the petroleum industry of Roumania, from 


which it appears that foreign capitalists desirous of investing 
money in Roumania will be assisted and advised by the Roumanian 
Government. 

In course of the interview referred to, the Finance Minister 
stated that a pipe-line would be constructed from the petroleum 
fields to the ports of Cernavoda and Constantza, for the preliminary 
study of which a sum of 500,000 francs has been voted. The 
construction of the pipe-line itself will cost 10,000,000 frances. 
Naturally, it is only the State that can bear the cost, because 
for several years the expenses will not be covered, not to mention 
the paying off of the interest on the sum expended. This pipe- 
line, the Minister added, will much enhance the value of the future 
petroleum industry of Roumania. Up to the present, he said, 
the difficulties of transport stand in the way of the expansion 
of the petroleum trade: once these are removed, there is no doubt 
that Roumanian petroleum will find a considerable sale. It is 
stated to contain more benzine than the American, and to 
possess a fine colour and greater lighting power than the Russian 
petroleum. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Vice-Consu] at Portland, Maine, reports that a 
company is establishing a new business with 
4 “gn4 wensmes: srodiek which is its exclusive property, 
—Prepared aa: 2 be wet ooh 
White Lime. made Ky a process protected by patent rights. 
This product is a pure prepared white lime, and 
to produce it the company has expended thousands of dollars in 
fitting up a mill at Rocklend and another in New York to give it 
final preparation for the niarket. 

The lime is taken directly from the kiln to the mill where 
it is hydrated by the pasent process. It comes out of the mill 
in the form of a dry white powder, which is put into bags and 
sent to the market in thaé form. Ordinary lime cannot be hurried 
in any of its processes, bit the new product is expedition itself, 


and permits many combinations to meet different needs. (Tore? 
Office, Annual Series, 2,967.) 





COLOMBIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
iinet Geen despat:h from H.M. Acting Chargé d’Affaires 
Mines Offered, 2" Bogota, enclosing a copy and translation of 
‘ the forn and conditions for tenders for the lease 
of the Muzo and Coscuez emerald mines. The lease is to be for a 
period of ten years, at an apset price of 6,000/. per month, and the 
tenders will be opened in Bogoté on the 3lst December next. A 
translation of the form of conditions, as well as a pamphlet in the 
original Spanish descript-ve of the mines received from the Consul 
for the Republic of Colambia in London, may be consulted at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


RUSSIA. 


According to a report by Mr. Henry Cooke, the British Com- 
Moscow Textile merci! Agent in Russia, the official ‘*Com- 
a Senne mercial and Industrial Gazette ” (St. Petersburg) 
and the’ Sthetian of 13:h/26th April, 1903, quoting from the 
Market " Sibirskaia Jizn,” states that the Omsk Town 
Count¢il lately discussed the question of the 

sale to twelve Moscow textile manufacturing firms of a site for the 
erection of wholesale depdt establishments for textile goods. 
Among the firms mentioned are those of Messrs. Savva Morozoff, 
Razorenoff Brothers, Nosoff Brothers, Emile Zindel, and others. 
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Yarns and Teatiles. 





The ‘‘ Commercial and Industrial Gazette,” quoting details with 
reference to the plot selected, adds: “To what extent the reali- 
sation of the project of erecting wholesale depéts of textile goods at 
Omsk will influence the turnover of Irbit Fair the future will show. 
It is impossible, however, not to note that the initiative of the 
Moscow manufacturers in this question is a further proof of the 
introduction into Siberia, under the influence of the railway, of 
new trade conditions generally.” 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Chicago, in his recent report to the Foreign Office, 
Dry Goods Trade ‘*te that the value of the wholesale dry goods 
a f Chi business of that city during the year 1902 is 
iat estimated at 34,606,000/., an increase over the 
previous year of 3,000,000/. The direct importations were valued 
at 1,630,2071., although this does not by any means represent the 
imported goods sold by the retailers in Chicago and district. 
The direct imports of dry goods have shown a steady increase 
for the last four years, as follows :— 




















| | | 
— 1899. | 1900. | 1901. 1902. 
é. 4 eyo £ £ 
Total imports... eee ee-| 1,007,506 1,092,577 1,306,310 1,630,207 
Imports from United Kin etony 393,249 477,863 441,28] 456,847 








From these figures it will be seen that British trade is at a 
standstill, while the imports from other European countries have 
advanced, and while in 1900 44 per cent. of the direct imports to 
Chicago were British, in 1902 this percentage had fallen to 28 per 
cent. 

One great feature, which should have helped trade with the 
United Kingdom, was the demand for better goods. 

Silks furnished a large gain in sales, 25 per cent. increase over 
1901, and prices were higher at the end of the year. Novelty in 
silks is the great demand. . 

Cotton and woollen goods increased slightly in sales, but at the 
end of the year manufacturers were behind with orders on plain 

oods. 
. Prints increased considerably, and prices are firm and stocks low. : 

Linens made a gain of about 15 per cent. and bleached damasks 
were short in supply. These damasks generally are imported 
from Germany, and there is a great demand for them in the country 
in place of linen tablecloths and yapkins. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,952.) 
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AGRICULTURE: 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
: from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. 
the week ended the 16th May were as follow :— 
Wheat... als ie nay a 
Barley... obs eee wwe «228, Od. 
Oats e - nhis see 2m 4a 
For further particulars gee p. 376. 


A statement is published on p. 377, showing the quantities of 

- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
aoe regen, imported into the United Kingdom during the 
si Toduce. week ended the 16th May, as well as of the 


imports during the corresponding week of 1902. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


On pp. 348-9 will be found an article on “ Agriculture in British 
East africa” in which, referring to the high 





oe lands, ‘it is stated that the country is a healthy 
ean en q one with a rich soil which, if worked scientifically 

ae by white men, would produce immense quanti- 
Stock-Raising. 


ties of coffee, cotton, flax, and other fibres, grain, 
clover seeds, potatoes, &c. Large tracts, it is said, are fit for sheep 
breeding and other stock raising. Labour is very cheap, and land 
can be bought freehold for 2s. 8d. per acre. The writer points out 
that with plenty of settlers in the country a market could easily 
be opened up with South Africa and India for beef, mutton and 
tallow, while coffee, cotton, wool, &c., would always find the home 
markets. 





GERMANY. 


According to statistics published in the “ Reichsanzeiger,” the 

quantity of raw sugar produced in Germany 
Sugar Production. during the period from Ist August to 30th 

April last, being the first nine months 
of the 1902-3 sugar campaign, was 1,493,721 metric tons as com- 
pared with 2,005,929 metric tons produced during the corresponding 
period of the previous sugar campaign. The quantity of refined 
sugar produced increased from 1,045,033 metric tons during 
the period, August, 1901 to April, 1902, to 1,073,506 metric tons 
during the period, August, 1902 to April, 1903. The total sugar 
output in Germany during the period from Ist August, 1902, to 
30th April, 1903, reduced to terms of raw sugar, amounted to 
1,705,604 metric tons, as compared with 2,235,407 metric tons in 


the previous campaign. 
NoTE.—Metric ton = 1,000 kilogs. = 2,204 lbs. avoirdupois. 
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Agriculture. 





TUNIS. 


A writer in the “ Dépéche Coloniale” who is stated to be well 

Cotton acquainted with Tunis, calls attention to the 

Cultivation advantages offered by that country and also by 
Southern Algeria as cotton-producing centres. 

The oases which the Public Works Department of Tunis have 
created, by means of artesian wells, in the south of the Regency 
have proved extremely fertile. and yielded ¢ ood returns. 

The writer of the article considers that these oases, with palms 
and other trees to shelter the cotton from the winds should serve 
excellently the purpose of the French Colonial Cotton Association, 
and suggests that the Association should come to some arrange- 
ment with the Tunisian Departments of Works and Agriculture. 

In support of this suggestion, the writer quotes from a report 
made to the Tunisian Department of Agriculture in March, 1900, 
to the effect that samples of cotton had been collected at El] Oudiane, 
El Hamma, and Nefta, and, moreover, that the better varieties 
grown at Gabés had been valued by Havre brokers at 50 frs. per 
00 kilogs. for Peruvian, ordinary to irregular. 

The expenses of transport per metric ton are estimated as 


follows :— 
Frs. 


Tozeur to Gafza (by sais ie " sis 100 
Gafza to Sfax (rail) .. al iin vee 32 
Sfax to Marseilles ... , 25 


A ready sale is stated to be awaiting the product i in the French 


market, 
Experiments should be made on at least 10 hectares in order to 


produce two tons for the market. 
The same experiments can be usefully carried out at Djerba and 


Zarzis. 





ARGENTINA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Legation at Buenos Ayres, calling attention to 
S & measure recently passed by the Government 

—_ of Tucuman, in which province almost all the 
sugar produced in Argentina is grown, imposing a new tax on 
sugar with a view to limit the quantity produced, and partly to 
provide a fund to cover the expenses of irrigation. 

It is sought to attain the former object .by fixing the total 
production of the current year at 84,000 neh be allotting to each 
of the 21 sugar-making establishments in the province its share 
of the aggregate production, and by imposing a tax of } cent per 
kilog. upon the quantity produced not exceeding the maximum so 
fixed, and a tax of 40 cents per kilog. upon any excess. 

The tax is to be paid when the sugar leaves the factory, but if 
any of the excess mentioned should be exported the sugar-maker 
will be entitled to the return of the additional tax of 394 cents 


paid in respect: of if. 


New Tax on 
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MISCELLANEQUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A report published in the “ Labour Gazette” of the 16th May, 
State of the based on 38,202 returns, _ViZ.: 2,039 from 
teil Minaivats ten Employers, or their Associations, 1,107 from 
April, 1903.* Workmen and Trade Unions, and 65 from 
_— : other sources, states that the general state of 
employment, apart from seasonal movements in certain industries, 
shows no material change as compared with February. As 
compared with a year ago it continues to show some decline. 

In the 226 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
554,901, making returns, 22,665 (or 4°1 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of April, as compared with 4°3 per 
cent. in March, and 3-9 per cent. in the 224 Trade Unions, with a 
membership of 530,958, from which returns were received for 
April, 1902. The mean percentage of unemployed returned at 
the end of April during the past decade was 4°1. 


* For principal contents of the “ Labour Gazette,” see p. 378. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 14th May was 
Cotton Statistics. 32,471 and the number imported during the 
20 weeks ended the 14th May was 1,919,779. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 14th 
May, 11,972 bales, and for the 20 weeks, 190,497. 
For further details see p. 376. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have passed 
the examination provided for in the 11th section 
of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 
Bailey, Arthur Cecil, London County ; 
Greening, Alfred, Kidderminster; Greenstreet, 
Charles, Margate; Helliwell, James Samuel, Middlesex; Ryley, 
Egbert Wylde, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Spiller, Albert John, Bristol. 


Inspectors of 
Weights and 
Measures. 





EGYPTIAN SUDAN. 


A copy of the ‘ Sudan Gazette” for March last has been received 
Gntisndien Gee the oe Board of Trade, through the Foreign 
ae ce, containing the text of an Ordinance for 
Acquisition of "the acquisition of land in the Sudan for public 
Land for Public eA, AOT oa 
Purposes. aos 
Section 28 of the Ordinance empowers the 
Governor General to acquire Jand for a Company or private person 
when it is proposed to make use of such land for a public purpose or 
a purpose which is likely to prove advantageous to the Government. 
The full text of the Ordinance may be consulted by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





B2 
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RUSSIA. 


The “Jpurnal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 22nd April/5th May 
announced that, by order of the Russian 


to nee na Ministry of Finance, an expedition was about 
a atlas “a to set out for Western Mongolia with the 
Sentdlle: object of studying the products and commerce 


of that country. The following itinerary has 
been adopted :—Zaissan, Kobdo, Uliassutai, the valley of Ulu- 
Kem, Ulankom, Koscho-Agatch, Biisk. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy of a memorandum on the Leipzig Fairs, 

Leipzig Fairs. drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. 
Embassy at Berlin in response to an enquiry 





on the subject. 

According to this memorandum there are three fairs in the year 
at Leipzig,—(a) the New Year's Fair, from 3rd January to 16th; 
(b) the Great Easter Fair, beginning on the first Sunday after 
Easter and lasting up to the fourth Sunday; and (c) the 
Michaelmas Fair, lasting from the last Sunday in August for the 
space of twenty-two days. There is also a preliminary Easter 
Fair (“ Vormesse”’) from the first Monday in March up to the 
Saturday in the following week. 

Every description of article is sold at these fairs. There is no 
hard and fast rule as to the kinds of wares sold, but the following 
may be looked upon as the chief characteristics as to the nature of 
the goods exhibited. Toys, china, glass, metal, haberdashery, 
fancy goods and products of their kindred branches are mostly sold 
at the preliminary Easter Fair and at the Michaelmas one. Leather, 
hides, skins, bristles, and similar articles are mostly found at the 
New Year’s Fair, Easter Fair, and Michaelmas one. All kinds of 
textiles are chiefly to be found at the Easter and Michaelmas Fairs. 


PORTUGUESE INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a report by the Acting British-Consul 





Mu a _™e » at Mormugiio, on the trade of that Consular 
Oe A district for the year 1902. 


In this report, it is stated that by Royal Decree dated 31st 
Co; t December, 1902, and published in the “ Boletin 
ey ann ah Official” of 6th February, 1903, the Govern- 
eRnEre. ment is authorised to coin up to 300,000 silver 
rupees in successive issues of 50,000, with a view to reinforcing 
the circulation of silver money peculiar to Portuguese India. 
With reference to this subject merchants and others who may 
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trade with or have occasion to visit the territory, should bear in 
mind that Portuguese money is not legal tender in British India, 
and that the rupees are subject to duty as silver in British Indian 
Custom-houses. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Referring to the notice on pp. 543-4 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of the 28th February, 1901, the Board 





oe a _ of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Key: = Office, copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul at 


) New Orleans, transmitting a report by the 
British Vice-Consul at Key West relative to the condition of the 
sponge fishing industry at Key West and the Laws regulating the 
same. 

In this report the Vice-Consul states that the present condition 
of the industry is excellent, and sponges are very plentiful. 

There are engaged in this industry about 150 boats or vessels of 
a tonnage of from 5 tons to 45 tons register, fully 1,500 men being 
employed as crews for these vessels. The total value per annum 
of the catch is estimated at 500,000 dols. 

The sponges are comprised of what are called “ key ” and “ bay ” 
sponges, the value of the key sponges being 50,000 dols., and of the 
bay 450,000 dols. The former are gathered on the north-east side 
of the coast near the Straits of Florida from Key West to Cape 
Florida, and the latter are gathered from Key West or on the side 
of the Gulf of Mexico extending from Key West to St. Marks, 
Florida. The sponges are gathered with poles and hooks, the 
depth of water in which they are gathered varying from 5 ft. to 
50 ft. 

The different classes of sponges are known as sheeps’ wool, 
yellow, grass, and velvet. 

The Vice-Consul also transmits a copy of the Laws of the State of 
Florida regulating the catch of sponges. These may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


H.M. Consul at Boston (Mass.) reports that the total value of the 

imports into that port for the year 1902 reached 

> em meh or 15,628,634, dunes an increase of 2,561,244. 

* as compared with 1901, the notable feature of 

the year being the increase in the imports of fibre and its manu- 

factures from 1,327,4007. in 1901 to 2,717,536/. in 1902, or an 
increase of 1,390,13861. 

This is principally shown in the raw products, the imports of 
manila showing an increase of 727,000. ; ra flax, 192 ,000/.; sisal 
~7y Yo ge ,000/.; while the imports of plain fibre ‘fabrics increased 
254,0000. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ~continued. 


The principal articles imported into Boston in 1902 were as 
follows :—- 





| 











Articles. Value. 
. 
Fibres and vegetable grasses cae ong ae ita ioe «| 2,717,536 
Wool and manufactures... __... vee me bia one ---| 1,983,832 
Cotton and manufactures ... as a i bbe ste ...| 1,965,460 
Sugar ... as see ~~ sal hon us we — ee-| 1,245,525 
Hides and skins si ne ide wae Los ia — ...| 1,312,702 





Chemicals... see ose _ “es sot bia _ | 958,275 





‘The inward transit and transhipment trade passing through the 
port amounted to 4,868,184/., as compared with 3,140,738J. in 
1901, and was made up as follows :— 

Goods entered at Boston for transhipment to foreign countries, 
principally Canada, showed a value in 1902 of 1,554,1641., as 
compared with 1,452,418/. in 1901. 

The value of goods of Canadian origin exported from Boston 
amounted in 1902 to 5,039,824/. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,967.) 


In the same report, H.M. Consul, referring to the falling-off of 
30 per cent. in the export trade of the port 
during 1902, states that no doubt the failure 
of the corn crop in 1901, and subsequent decline 
in the export of that and allied products, was 
the primary cause of this falling-off, but there were other influences. 
These influences may be stated as follow:—(1) Competition of the 
port of Portland (Maine) through a lower export rate made by tke 
Grand Trunk Railway ; (2) the embargo on the export of cattle from 
the port of Boston instituted in November last; (3) the competition 
of the so-called “cotton ports”; and (4), most important of all, 
the action of the steamship lines in establishing early in the year 
a so-called “ Uniform Minimum Ocean Rate” from all North 
Atlantic ports. ‘The practical result of this action upon the port 
of Boston was to create a lower through rate from the west to 
foreign countries, vidi those ports enjoying an inland differential 
railway rate, than vz New York and Boston. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,967.) 


Cause of Decline 
in Export 
Trade of Boston. 





CHINA. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
aia a copy of a despatch from H.M. Commercial 
British Trade . tT “4s 
‘th China i Attache at Shanghai, enclosing a comparative 

_ oo m table, as follows, showing the value of British 

: trade with China during 1902, based on the 
Imperial Maritime Customs’ Statistics :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
-_—— 1901.* 1902.7 
£ £ 
Total imports ... 35,185,275 89,118,117 
» exports ... 27,801,660 30,693,946 
Total trade 62,986,935 69,811,061 
United Kingdom— 
Imports from 6,100,000 7,491,199 
Exports to 1,266,300 1,344,768 
Hong-Kong— 
Imports from 17,798,250 17,358,141 
Exports to 10,664,250 10,745,458 
India— 
Imports from 4,282,550 4,294,867 
Exports to owl 465,650 368,195 
Other British Dominions— 
Imports from 892,700 941,625 
Exports to 493,970 468,014 
Total British trade £| 41,963,620 43,012,267 














* At exchange, 2s. 11}d.==1 Haikwan Tael. 
+ At exchange, 2s. 73d.==1 Haikwan Tael. 


[Nore.—As regards the above table, attention has to be called 
to certain defects in the method, according to which the returns of 
the Imperial Maritime Customs are compiled. 

The figures showing the total foreign trade of the country 
represent the value of imports at moment of landing, and of exports 
at moment of shipment. These figures are arrived at by the follow- 
ing process :—F'rom the market value of the net imports is deducted. 
the total collection of import duty, plus the likin on opium, payable 
at port of entry, and 7 per cent. for charges, &c. To the market 
value of exports is added the total collection of export duty and 
8 per cent. for charges, &c. 

In the case of the figures showing the proportion of trade with 
each foreign country, however, no such deductions or additions are 
made, and the requisite data not being available, it is not possible, 
except approximately, to reduce the two sets of figures to a 
common level. 

No attempt has, therefore, been made to do so, and all statistics 
given in this report, other than those dealing with the total trade, 
are taken from the customs returns as they stand. 

Another point not to be lost sight of, is the deceptive nature of 
the returns in respect of goods imported from and exported to 
Hong-Kong. A great deal of non-British optional cargo is brought 
on from that colony, and large quantities of purely Chinese pro- 
duce is sent there from the southern ports for transhipment to 
other ports in China. ] 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 20 Weeks ended 14th May, 1903. 









































Week ended 20 Weeks Week ended 20 weeks 
iilihiendie 14th M ended 14th Ma ended 
1908. > | 14th May, 1903 Y> | 14th May, 
4 1903. ; 1903. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) ( Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
a ae a 21,769 | 1,525,598 6,576 92,489 
Brazilian _— =e - 6,781 97,089 1,321 18,931 
East Indian ... eee ée 500 49,905 1,799 14,349 
Sgyptian. % 692 225,710 1,231 60,816 
Mitcellaneous ove - 2,729 21,477 145 3,912 
Total see “ae 32,471 1,919,779 11,072 190,497 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 16th May, 1903, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 
Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

& 4. & 4. 6 ie 

Week ended 16th May, 1903 ett ah RR 6-498 4 
Corresponding week in— 

1896 eee eee eee ee eee e 25 6 21 8 14 6 

1897 eee eee see eee eee eee 28 | 19 10 17 y 

1898 een eee eee see eee eee 48 1 26 0 21 3 

1899 ee eee eee eee eee ee 25 3 23 ll 17 10 

1900 see eee eee ee eee o 25 7 24 5 18 5 

1901 eee eee eee ee6e eee eee 27 7 24 2 19 4 

1902 see eee eee eee eee eee 31 ] 25 3 22 5 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 


provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 


Produce imported into the United d 
om 
16th May, 1908, together with nollp gen deve Fong eaiea — 


corresponding week of the previous year. 











—_—— Week ended | Oorrespo: d- 
16th May, ing week 
1903. in 1902. 
— aS aoa 
xen, bulls, cows, an 
Steen aud baaba.. d my a Number. 14,820 8,072 
y Swine eee eee : nt pe ” 15,437 5,189 
RY ides dig A ghee ” . ~~ 
Fresh meat Sole eee eee ” 683 056 
a: ae. os C _— 
Mutton 0.0 a Saal wee, 70,252 68.075 
Pork mb ope. oe ae ” 98,664 104,689 
Salted or preserved meat:—  =s—™ " 8,987 7,030 
Bacon eee eve ™ C - 
Best in one 2 wis. 117,978 108,453 
Hams eee eoe me eee eee ” 4,216 8,615 
Pork naw et Onieo ., a0 ” ieaee 37,497 
eat, unenumerated, salted “fresh ... - ’ 5,269 
Meat, preserved otherwise shanbyealting ” 17,977 13,822 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— . “eee 12,631 
Butter eee eee eco C ~ 
a Margarine ote a eee eee wits. 72,499 65,200 
iil a MIR gS we SB ca ” 18,740 22,057 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums pi ER ys 25,182 32,482 
»» cream Sintci wae) came ome - 22 10 
 COmdomand 5 cc. teens ry a 47 
. vera otherkinds ...  ... ws 18,584 18,804 
Eggs ‘atin ian “ Grt it d 169 , 16 
Poultry and game Zs] Vane | 25d | 1 
its, d eee 29, 12,994 
— ead (not tinned) oes bee Cwts, 2,646 4'847 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— bs . ” 81,413 29,473 
Wheat ond a 
Wheat-meal and flour .. i oe Cwts, 1,388,373 1,899,211 
Barley oon sell til ~" ” 366,211 416,907 
Oats a? fe iu peed hes ” 208,048 336,734 
Peas $i - 2 eee eee eee ” 292,369 335,378 
Beane al nidighirennn ge Repanctitl yee.» ” 7 20,010 
aize or Indi SS Bech tere ” 7,586 30,185 
Fruit, raw — an COM woe i. 873,137 739,128 
ec 
Apricots and peaches... cS Owte. 80,700 20,268 
eee St 203 
Cherries .., pte a oue unches. 57,915 61,353 
eo ise eaices aes ome 112 3,960 
Gooseberries as i oe ” = — 
BS aioe ics: ih Ateerst cies * me 215 
EY a ae ae caer aaa " 152 214 
| Eig AR em at apt oneras 2 ae ” 20,811 8,019 
cae ey Pott rire aie ” 224,629 161,307 
NS et ae a ee ” 1,050 210 
Strawberries 6. tsetse wes ” ~H pe 
Unenumerated 2.00 0. usw > ° 5 
ay eee eee eee eve éé To 1,760 924 
Btraw Ee a eee i — ry 8,817 
ee eo See ” ‘ 1,669 
Locust beans... — oe eee vee Cwts. 518 "962 
Vegetables, raw :— Hrs = ” 4,230 5,782 
ORION aceite we Bushel 
MNOS aL = gg ae ha il, Cw = 207,969 107,804 
ona ee hes laine ee oe - “ieee 125,266 
es ge 7 : 14,369 
be snes UD ioe ea? 4 be = 11,648 14,197 
reserved by canning ... — ’ 1,161 360 
<A ” 1,872 2,369 














a 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1903, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance ls.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that Volume I of the 
“Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1902, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 1ld. at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from. and to each country). ‘The second volume will contain 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 16th May :— 
State of the Labour Market in April; Workmen’s Co-operative 
Productive Societies; the Railway Dispute in Victoria (Australia) ; 
Factories and Shops Law of Victoria—Report of Royal Com- 
mission; Labour Disputes and Conciliation and Arbitration in 
France in 1901; Price of Bread, Wheat, and Flour; Legal Cases 
affecting Labour, &c., Xe. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the ‘“ Board 
of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,971. Nuremberg, 1902. 


British imports stationary, Condition of the various 
owing to prohibitive tariff. industries of Bavaria. 

Exports from the German ‘T'rades museum and _ tech- 
Empire in 1900, 1901, and nical institute at Nuremberg. 
1902, by countries. Importance of translating 


and converting price lists. 











May 21, 1903. ] 





THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 379 





Government Publications. 








No. 2,972. New York, 1902. 


Home demand in excess of 


production, causing increased 
imports, notably in iron and 
steel. 
Analysis of 
export trade. 
Shipping returns; new lines 
of steamers. 


import and 


Tables of principal articles 
of import and export at New 
York and Providence during 
the years 1901 and 1902; also 
totals by countries. 

Grain shipments. 

Statistics of employment, 
&c., of seamen. 


No. 2,973. Corunna, 1902. 


Openings for business in 


mining machinery, &c. Hints 
as to methods. 
Railway schemes. Returns 


of shipping at Corunna, Ferrol, 
Gijon, Marin, Vigo, Villagarcia 
and Carril, and Vivero. 


Comparative tables of prin- 
cipal articles imported and ex- 
ported at the ports of Corunna, 
Gijon, Vigo, Villagarcia and 
Carril, with observations as to 
character of trade. 


This publication contains also reports by the British Vice-Consuls 
at Ferrol, Gijon, Marin, Vigo, Villagarcia and Carril, and Vivero. 
No. 2,974. Java, 1902. 


Condition of export trade in 
sugar, coffee, tobacco, cinchona, 
bark, &c. 

Analysis of import trade. 

Particulars of tenders of 
Billiton tin. 


Shipping returns at Batavia 
and Samarang. 

Returns of principal articles 
of import and export at Java 
and Madura. 


No. 2,975. Chinkiang, 1902. 


Increased foreign imports. 
Competition of American 
cottons. Openings for minor 
articles of foreign manufacture. 


. No. 2,976. 

Examination of import and 
export trade. 

Condition of agricultural 
and other industries. Pro- 
duction of coal, coke and 
patent fuel. 


Trade with 
river traffic. 

Import, export and shipping 
returns for 1901 and 1902. 


the interior ; 


Calais, 1902. 


Shipping returns. Tables of 
principal articles of import and 
export at Calais, with com- 
parison for the past five years 
and observations as to the 
character of trade. 


This publication contains also reports by the British Vice- 
Consuls at Boulogne, Lille, Amiens, and the British Pro-Consul 


at Croix. 


No. 2,877. Pomerania, 1902. 


Increase in exports but de- 
crease in imports. 

Advice to British traders. 
Shipbuilding at Stettin. 


Returns of shipping at 
Stettin and Swinemiinde,. by 


countries. 


Detailed statistics of imports 
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and exports at Stettin and 
Swinemiinde, with observations 
as to character of trade; also 
imports and exports from and 


to British Colonies; special 
tables of exports of potatoes 
and imports of coal and salted 
herrings. 





























This publication contains also a report by the British Vice- 
Consul at Swinemiinde. 


No. 589. Mining Industries and Forestry in Turkey. 
Mineral wealth of Aidin, trade, under improved methods 
Aivali, and Adalia. Capabili- of working. 
ties of development, but capi- Forests and mines of Aleppo; 
talists discouraged by attitude rich chrome deposits. 


of Government. Particulars Mines and forestry in Syria, 
of mines worked. Beyrout, and the Lebanon. 
Statistics of exports of Mineral wealth of Adana 


considerable and fairly acces- 
sibie. Good prospects when 
mining laws are altered. 

Mineral deposits in Erze- 
roum; mines and forests in 
Trebizond; exploitation 
hitherto unprofitable. 


minerals from Smyrna. 

Species of trees, extent, ad- 
ministration and working of 
forests in Aidin, Adalia, Aivali, 
and the islands of the Archi- 
pelago. 

Good prospects for timber 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions, 1902. Vol. I. [Cd. 
1,583.} Price 6s. 11d. 

This is the first volume of the Annual Statement of the Trade 
of the United Kingdom for the year 1902, and contains detailed 
statistics of the imports and exports of the principal articles of 
trade, distinguishing the countries whence imported, and to which 
sent during each of the five years 1898 to 1902. Certain altera- 
tions have been made this year in the classification of imports and 
exports, the classes of dyes and cotton piece-goods especially have 
been sub-divided in a more detailed manner than previously. The 
imposition of the corn duties in April, 1902, has also necessitated 
the introduction of several new headings in the statement. The 
second volume to be issued later will contain tables of imports and 
exports arranged under the headings of the countries from which 
they are received or to which they are sent, the amount of 
Customs duties received at each port, details of the imports and 
exports at each port, particulars of the imports and exports of corn 
and bullion, transhipment, d&c., &c. 


Straits Settlements Currency Committee Report. 
Price 2d. 

This is the report of a Committee appointed by the Colonial 
Office to consider the question of the desirability of the establish- 


[Cd. 1,556.) 
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ment of a gold standard in the Straits Settlements and the 
neighbouring Malay States, and the steps which should be taken 
to effect any change which might be thought desirable. The 
Committee do not think that a gold standard should be pressed in 
the Straits Settlements against the wishes of the Government and 
the people, but they are equally of opinion that no objection 
should be raised by H.M. Government to the change if the Straits 
Settlement Government decide in favour of an alteration to the 
gold standard. The Committee consider that such a change is 
practicable, and recommend the gradual introduction—a special 
Straits dollar to be substituted for the Mexican and British 
dollars, these latter being ultimately demonetized. ‘hese new 
dollars would eventually be issued at a fixed value in exchange 
for gold. 


Africa No. 3 (1903). Report by Mr. A. Whyte on his recent 
Travels along the Sea Coast Belt of the British Hast Africa Pro- 
tectorate. [Cd.1,534.] Price 84d. 


This is a report by Mr. A. Whyte, Director of Agriculture, on a 
journey undertaken along the coast belt of the British Hast 
Africa Protectorate, with a view of prospecting that district in 
reference to its capabilities in the various branches of tropical and 
sub-tropical agriculture. Mr. Whyte suggests that the cocoanut 
palm, various rubber plants, and the indigo plant could be pro- 
fitably cultivated in the region in question. Tables of meteoro- 
logical observations and diagrams of certain plants are appended 
to the Report. 


South Africa. Statement of the Estimated Financial Positicn 
of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony. [ Cd. 1,586.] Price 3d. 


The return contains a statement of the amounts to be applied to 
the various purposes of the ‘‘ Development Loan” for the Transvaal 
and Orange River Colonies, and as to the security for the same. Par- 
ticulars are also given as to the estimated revenue and expenditure 
of the Transvaal and Orange River Colonies in 1903-4, and the 
method proposed for raising the War Contribution Loan and 
meeting the interest thereon. 


Board of Agriculture. Annual Report of Proceedings under the 
Tithe Acts, the Copyhold Act, the Inclosure Acts, &c., &c., for the 
Year 1902. [Cd.1,519.] Price 8d. 


This is the Annual Report of the Proceedings of the Board of 
Agriculture under the various Acts administered in the Land 
Division of that Department. The present annual report is supple- 
mented by a general account of the nature of the business arising, 
and of the facilities offered to the public, under the Acts in ques- 
tion, together with a description of the method of administration. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS, 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 


East Harding Street, Fleet Street, B.C. 
The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


1903, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 






































} 
No; Place. Price, No. Place. Price 
EU ROPE— 589 | Mining Industries and 
Denmark : Forestries in Turkey .| 3d, 
2934 | Denmark (Suppl?men- 
tary) ... sw. «1901 1d. AFRICA— 
2931 | Alexandria ... 1901 and part 
France and Colonies: of 1902) ld. 
2949 | Brest... if ...1902| 1}d.|| 2948 | Somaliland Protectorate 
2976 | Calais ... ve yy | 2 1901-02] 23d 
2955 | Cherbourg wee 95 | 13d.) 588 | Exotic Plants of Economic 
2941 | French Guinea ...1901} 3d. Interest in the Botanic 
2939 | Havre (Agriculture) ...1902| 4d. Gardens at  Enteble. 
2960 | Havre ... ee ico gy OO Uganda eee oe-| 9a. 
2966 | Indo-China... sie oe 
| AMERICA, NORTH— 
German Empire and Colonies : United States of America: 
2971 | Bavaria-Nuremberg ...1902) 1d. | 2967 | Boston... ...1902 a 
2956 | Chemnitz we » | 1d. || 2952 | Chicago... ie sen i 
2945 | Estimates of the Ger- | 2942 | New Orleans ... — 240. 
man Empire .. .-1903| 1d. || 2972 | New York _... » | Lad. 
2959 | Germany -..1902| 1}. | 2944 | States of Maryland, 
2977 | Pomerania ~ 9, | 3d. | Virginia, West Vir- 
| ginia, and Kentucky 1902) 14d. 
Greece : | 2968 | Texas ... 2d. 
2957 | Cyclades tel ...1902| 1d. | 587 | Coal Industry of the United 
2953 | Morea,and Provinces of States in 1901 | 2d. 
Acarnaniaand Xtolia 1902! 1d. | 
2947 | Thessaly wn coe 9p | 154.! Mexico: 
| 2925 | Mexico... ans 1901} 2$d. 
Italy: | 2951 | Mexico City .-.1902| 24d. 
2930 | Finances of Italy __...1902) 14d.) 
2933 | Italy ... ...1901) 3d. || AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
2936 | Naples ... ..-1902} 144.) 2963 | Nicaragua .--1902/ 3d. 
2935 | Venice ... --- 1901-02) 13d.) 
| AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Netherlands and Colonies : | Argentina: 

2965 | Amsterdam ...1902} 1d. || 2940 | Argentine finances 1901-02) 14d. 
2974 | Java ++ x | 13d.) 2961 | Buenos Ayres... —_—...1902) 13d. 
| 
Portugal: | Brazil: 

2954 | Portugal -.-1902) 3d. | 2938 | Brazil ... First half of 1902) 3d. 

| 2928 | Rio de Janeiro .-190]| 134. 
Russia : | 
2943 | Odessa (Supplementary) | Chile : 
1901) 13d.| 2946 |Coquimbo ...  ...1901/ 3¢. 
Servia: | 
2958 | Servia ... .--1902! 1d. | WEST INDIES— 
| | 2927 | Hayti ae 
Spain: 1 
2924 | Bilbao ... 190) 24d. ASIA— 
2964 | Bilbao ... »-1902) 2d. || China: | 
2975 | Chinkiang 1908) 1d. 
Turkey: | 2969 | Hankow pea - » | led. 
2970 | Aleppo and Adana __...1902! 2d. || 
2950 | Constantinople ik. an 2 Siam: 
2932 | Crete ... ow oe-190]} 1d. || 2929 | Chiengmai 190 | 1d, 
2926 | Eastern Coast of tlhe 
Red Sea . 1899-1901} 2d. |) PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
Palestine 1902! 1d. || 2937 | Samoa ... “ »»190:| 1d. 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1903, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 





No. 





Price. 





6 





; 
} 


| ASIA— 





EUROPE— 
Belgium: 


Convention between the United Kingdom and Belgium 
regulating telephonic communication between the two 
countries ... ose ees ove eee asa ove 


Denmark : 
Convention between the United Kingdom and Denmark for 
regulating the fisheries outside territorial waters in the 
ocean surrounding the Faroé Islands and Iceland... 


France: 
Convention between the United Kingdom and France for 
the exchange of insured and uninsured parcels between 
France and Gibraltar ... 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States of America : 
Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States for the adjustment of the Boundary between the 
Dominion of Canada and the Territory of Alaska... 


AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
Accession of Guatemala to the Geneva Convention of 1864 





for the amelioration of the condition of the wounded in | 
armies in the field. | 


Corea : 
Accession of Corea to the Geneva Convention of 1864 for the 
amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in | 





the field ... 





International Convention relative to bounties on sugar __... | 


\d. 


1d. 


id. 


14d. 








COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
lst January, 1903, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 

















Annual. 
| 

No. Place. Price. 
377 Northern Nigeria oo eee cee ons oe | 2h. 
.378 British Guiana | 2d, 
379 Mauritius soe | Bd. 
380 | Basutoland | 8d 
381 Southern Nigeria | 2h, 
382 Trinidad and Tobago ooo | + RAM 
— Cyprus... ses | 3d, 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 








The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board” 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart. | 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it. 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and’ 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to” 
it, whether written or verbal. 4 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street,” 
London, S.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, | 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and 
“Consumption ”’ Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender?! 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged m 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. i 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board? 
of Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly 
carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 
is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade. The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch 
from Westminster to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of 
Trade, and meanwhile verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch: 
through the Temporary Enquiry Office which has been opened in the City” 
Branch of the Imperial Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. = 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with’ 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade,” 


Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are they . 


scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire: 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products” 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and” 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample — 


room at the City Branch. 


The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through | 


which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and) 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. In future, periodical 
supplements to the “ Board of Trade Journal” will be issued, containil : 
a and reports bearing on the work carried out in the Imperial” 
Institute at South Kensington. : 
CommeErcraL DEPARTMENT, Boarp or TRapeE. 
January, 1903. 











